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9fficers: 
President 

Paul Sickler, AFM 

 

President-Elect 

Brian Gatzke, ARA 

 

Secretary 

Paul Reisch, ARA 

 
Treasurer 

Adam Nelson 

 

Past President 

Terry Leibel 

 

Directors: 

Jack Davis (2022) 

Jim Dunlap, ARA-AFM (2020) 
Jerry Hulm, ARA (2022) 

Paul Joerger, AFM (2021) 

Dave Koenigshof (2021) 
Don Threadgold, AFM (2022) 

 

Committee Chairs: 

 

Membership: Kim Larson 

 
Social: Jeff Barker, ARA 

 

  East River Breakfast: 
  Tamara Joerger 

 

  West River Breakfast: 
   Norm Edwards, ARA & 

   Justin Uhrig 

 
  Fishing Social 

  Jeff Barker ARA & 
  Don Threadgold, AFM 

 

  Auction Social 
  Terry Leibel/Loy Matthes, ARA 

 

Education: Travis Shaykett 

 

Nominating: Terry Leibel 

 
Communication: 

Paul Reisch, ARA 

   Newsletter – Curtis Brooks 
   Website – Adam Nelson 

 

NE-SD 2020 Summer Meeting: 
Dave Koenigshof 

 

Government Relations: 
Paul Sickler AFM & 

Jim Dunlap, AFM-ARA 

 
Mentor: Allan Husby, ARA 

 

Assessors Conference 
Don Zacher 

 

SDSU Relationships:  
 Brian Gatzke ARA     

   Career Fairs – Barb Hegerfeld 

   Network Event–Ryan McKnight 
   Scholarship – Keith Newman 

   Student Involvement 

                       -Rick Gullickson 
 

YPN: Ryan McKnight 

 
Kjerstad Member Scholarship: 

Paul Sickler AFM 

 

 

 
SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER www.asfmra-sd.com                             7/2019 

 

Enhancing Our Members’ Ability to Succeed in Their Rural & Agriculturally Related Professions! 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER! 
August 15-16: Chapter Leaders Day – Denver, CO 

September 9-13: Leadership Institute – Washington, D.C. 

September 13: SDSU Real Estate Networking Event - Brookings 

September 14: YPN Networking Event - Brookings 

September 26: SD ASFMRA Board Meeting – Spearfish 

September 26: West River Member Social: Supper @ John Widdoss 

November 14: West River Breakfast Meeting – Rapid City (Possible change,    

                                                          see West River Breakfast article page __) 

November 15: East River Breakfast Meeting – Sioux Falls 

November 16-22: ASFMRA Annual Meeting – Louisville, KY 

 

2020 

January 15-16: Winter Education & Joint Meeting W/PAASD -Chamberlain 

July: Education Week – Des  Moines, IA 

November 7-13: ASFMRA Annual Meeting – San Antonio, TX   
 

 

CHAPTER MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Member   Join Date  Years 

Kent Rasmussen   8-15-1978     41 

Perry Beguin     8-24-2001     18 

Jesse Ball     8-27-2009     10 

Donald Zacher              8-16-2017                        2 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 

We welcome our newest member Timothy Kreft, ARA with Ag Country 

Farm Credit Services in Fargo. Timothy has been an ASFMRA member since 

February 1996 who recently joined the SD chapter. 
  

Summary of Current 102 Members / 73 accredited / associate / academic: 

1 ARA / AFM   1 ARA / RPRA    12 ARA   9 AFM   

47 Associate – 39 appraisers / 8 farm managers     3 Academic (1 AAC)      

10 Student         3 Affiliate      5 Retired               10 Partner   

http://www.asfmra-sd.com/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 By: Paul Sickler, AFM 

 

Welcome to the second half of summer.  It will soon be time for county fairs and getting ready for back 

to school.  I recently had one of my tenant farmers tell me…..”The corn looks really good for the last day 

of June……oh yeah, it’s JULY 30th !  There are a few fields that look pretty good for this time of year, 

but most are going to need a long, drawn out fall season in order to reach maturity before the first freeze.  

Let’s hope for good growing weather for the balance of the summer and into fall. 

 

I was not able to attend Summer Education Week in Omaha, but I understand it was a success again this 

year.  You can read from attendees elsewhere in this newsletter.  Thank you to those members that 

attended and provided an article for this month’s newsletter.   

 

Your chapter continues to be an active chapter with lots of activity going on.  Some of us attended the 

SDSU Ness School Impact Summit in Brookings earlier this week.  As this new school at SDSU gets 

going, there will be some changes coming that affects our chapter.  More on this will be coming soon. 

 

 Please take a look at the “dates to remember” on the front page and make a note to attend those activities 

you can.  We have a couple of members that will be representing South Dakota at the upcoming Chapter 

Leaders Day in Denver, CO.  We will have at least one member attending Washington Leadership later 

in September.  I would encourage everyone to attend our SDSU Networking Event on September 13.  

Ryan is organizing a YPN event the following day in Brookings.  Your board of directors will meet again 

on September 26th at the John Widdoss Education Facility in Spearfish.  On that evening, we will host a 

social for all members to attend.  More information will be coming on that. 

 

President-Elect Brian Gatzke sent this link to me today.  I am including it here for those that may be 

interested in attending the 2019 Agricultural Credit Conference sponsored by the South Dakota Bankers 

Association. The information from the link can also be found on the last four pages of this newsletter. 

 
https://sdba.memberclicks.net/assets/agconf/2019AgCreditConference.pdf 
 

 

Please feel free to contact me or any board member with questions or comments you have about your 

chapter. 

 

Paul Sickler 

psickler@farmersnational.com 

605-366-4704 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sdba.memberclicks.net/assets/agconf/2019AgCreditConference.pdf
mailto:psickler@farmersnational.com
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MEMBERS AT EDUCATION WEEK 2019 

By Paul Reisch, ARA, Brian Gatzke, ARA,  

                                                                                 Rick Gullickson, Allan Husby, ARA 

 

Eight South Dakota chapter members attended Education week in Omaha at the end of July. 

Course/ Activity     Members Attending 

 Farmland Drainage Tile   Allan Husby-Instructor, Brian Gatzke 

 Practical Rural Appraisal   Brian Gatzke & Paul Reisch 

 Farmland Drainage Tile   Brian Gatzke 

 Cost Approach (A301)   Kara Schneider 

 Ag Land Management 1 (ALM1)  Tyler Radke 

 Ag Land Management 2 (ALM2)  Austin Bunger 

 Ag land Management 4 (ALM4)  Rick Gullickson 

 Appraisal Education Committee Meeting Brian Gatzke 

 Executive Council Meeting   Paul Reisch 

 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evening dinners 

provided an opportunity to network with members 

from other chapters. These were sponsored by 

Bayer Crop Science, Pioneer, and Syngenta.   

SD chapter member Ron Dunker hosted the Bayer 

Crop Science dinner. 

 

Paul Reisch: Executive Council continued 

discussions related to changes impacting the 

appraisal, consulting, and farm management 

professions as well as strategic planning to address 

these changes.  

 

We had discussions on the agenda for upcoming Chapter Leader Days, Leadership Institute, and 

Membership Advisory Group meetings. The 9:00 to 4:30 Memberhsip Advisory Group meeting on 

Tuesday November 19 will include installation of new Council, ASFMRA unaudited financial 

presentation, as well as discussions with chapters regarding governance change update, government 

relations, education today and tomorrow, the future of our professions, and chapter success stories. 

 

Brian Gatzke: The Drain Tile seminar was similar to SD session a few years ago and Allan did a great 

job.   Many comments about the great idea and the class has the strength to expand and add additional 

options and topics for national type applications.  

  

The Practical Rural Appraisal session was the 1st time condensing a 2 day seminar into 1 day. There was 

overall strong interest and an excellent class for introduction with new appraisers and an excellent 

refresher for seasoned and experienced appraisers.  This is a great seminar for chapters who need a 1 

day.  The seminar can be split into a 4 hour topic of only the new Equivalency Rating if a person did not 

want all the introductory.  The seminar had good case study, good examples, and excellent instructor 

(Brent Stanger). 

Continued 
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EDUCATION WEEK 2019 CONTINUED 

 

Rick Gullickson: I attended the review session for the AFM exam all day on Thursday.  Then Friday and 

Saturday morning was the exam. Corey Prins does a great job as always with his teaching skills.  There 

were about 20 in the class that took the test and they were from all over.  The furthest one was from 

California.   Time will tell on how everyone did.   

 

Allan Husby: I  presented the class, Farmland Drainage Tile: Valuation and Usage on July 22nd during 

the ASFMRA education week in Omaha. Being an instructor got me way out of my comfort zone, but the 

class went quite well and was well received. There were about 30 in the class. I had the class introduce 

themselves at the beginning and give some idea of their experience with properties with drain tile. It 

varied from attendees with no experience to extensive experience with pattern drain tile.  The class 

seemed to be a good mix of farm managers and appraisers. 

 

I had used the information from the South Dakota class as a basis and tried to expand it to make it more 

general information for a multi-state area.  The class seemed to have the most interest in the drainage law 

area and the basic information about how drainage tile lowers the water table and the effects on runoff. I 

did have information on the effects on value. I had examples of matched pairs and how the drain tile 

affects yields.  Overall, there was lots of interest and it was well received. There is interest in expanding 

the content and try to make it a National offering to be used in other states. 

 

WEST RIVER BREAKFAST 

   By: Norm Edwards,ARA 

 

West River Portion of the SD Chapter of ASFMRA Breakfast Meeting 

was held  on July 11th 2019 at 9am at Marlins Family Restaurant in 

Rapid City (SWC of I-90 and Deadwood Ave).   We had a small but 

knowledgeable group and we had an lively and interesting discussion of 

changing weather and economic times.    

 

It was attended by Jerry Hulm, who hosted the breakfast, Russell and 

Betty Wyatt and myself, Norm Edwards.  It was good to get a little 

break in the weather and it was good to see a little sunshine to break up 

the rainy overcast conditions, but it is hard to complain about the 

moisture. We had a good discussion of the Abbott sale near Smithwick 

and the Anderson Sale-trade in Ziebach County.  We had a very 

worthwhile discussion of changing Agricultural Leases and the 

perceived commodity and cattle prices coming up. 

 

We had a discussion on the anticipated change of the dates for the future 

breakfast meetings and it was generally thought that the movement of 

the meetings to Monday or Friday instead of the scheduled Thursday 

time frame would be more convenient to the members and should be 

considered as an future date. There seemed to be a trend toward a 

Monday breakfast. We thought it would be better to have this discussion 

at the next meeting at John Widdoss’s this fall.  We discussed options to make our meetings more useful 

and better attended by our members and hoped that a social gathering, like the one this fall (September 

26th -Supper) might be a good opportunity to have a more social and enjoyable gathering of members and 

associates. Now if we don’t get snow it should be a great site and opportunity to promote our 

organization and members. 
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 EAST RIVER BREAKFAST 
   By: Tamara Joerger 

 

On July 19th East River had their breakfast meeting with Darren Hefty of Hefty Seed Company (HSC) 

which is located 10 miles north of Sioux Falls. This past week they had their annual field day and over 

10,000 people attended. Their core businesses are selling seed, crop protection and providing agronomic 

consulting services for a fee. They do not have equipment to apply either crop protection chemistry or 

fertilizer. Their philosophy is that farmers should contract with other farmers for the application of 

products. They will broker fertilizer from the terminal to the farm so the farmer can get the volume 

discount. 

 

Their corn and soybean varieties are very competitive in producing high yields. Darren said Pioneer is 

considering HSC as their biggest competitor in areas where both companies compete for the corn/sbn 

seed business. HSC has the best seed treatment package in the industry since they are constrained on 

where they buy treatment ingredients.  Bayer and Dupont can only use seed treatments produced by 

them, per Darren, and that is a huge disadvantage. 

 

They do not have any accounts receivable. Products must be paid for before they are delivered. The other 

choice is to have a pre-pay account. Given the past abnormal spring planting season some farmers did not 

use all of their pre-paid account funds. HFC returned the unused funds and paid them interest on the 

remaining balance. 

 

Brian and Darren jointly run HSC and have two “silent partner siblings” that are part of the ownership. 

Darren said their TV show “AgPhd” is a huge success and they never mention HFC on the show. This 

company is a South Dakota agricultural success story!! And yes, they are huge supporters of SDSU!!  
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