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Officers: 
President 

Paul Sickler, AFM 

 

President-Elect 

Brian Gatzke, ARA 

 

Secretary 

Paul Reisch, ARA 

 
Treasurer 

Adam Nelson 

 

Past President 

Terry Leibel 

 

Directors: 

Jack Davis (2022) 

Jim Dunlap, ARA-AFM (2020) 
Jerry Hulm, ARA (2022) 

Paul Joerger, AFM (2021) 

Dave Koenigshof (2021) 
Don Threadgold, AFM (2022) 

 

Committee Chairs: 

 

Membership: Kim Larson 

 
Social: Jeff Barker, ARA 

 

  East River Breakfast: 
  Tamara Joerger 

 

  West River Breakfast: 
   Norm Edwards, ARA & 

   Justin Uhrig 

 
  Fishing Social 

  Jeff Barker ARA & 
  Don Threadgold, AFM 

 

  Auction Social 
  Terry Leibel/Loy Matthes, ARA 

 

Education: Travis Shaykett 

 

Nominating: Terry Leibel 

 
Communication: 

Paul Reisch, ARA 

   Newsletter – Curtis Brooks 
   Website – Adam Nelson 

 

NE-SD 2020 Summer Meeting: 
Dave Koenigshof 

 

Government Relations: 
Paul Sickler AFM & 

Jim Dunlap, AFM-ARA 

 
Mentor: Allan Husby, ARA 

 

Assessors Conference 
Don Zacher 

 

SDSU Relationships:  
 Brian Gatzke ARA     

   Career Fairs – Barb Hegerfeld 

   Network Event–Ryan McKnight 
   Scholarship – Keith Newman 

   Student Involvement 

                       -Rick Gullickson 
 

YPN: Ryan McKnight 

 
Kjerstad Member Scholarship: 

Paul Sickler AFM 

 

 

 
SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER www.asfmra-sd.com                             9/2019 

 

Enhancing Our Members’ Ability to Succeed in Their Rural & Agriculturally Related Professions! 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER! 

October 2: SDSU Agricultural, Food, & Environmental Sciences Career Fair 

October 18: East River Breakfast Meeting – Mitchell 

October 22: SDSU Ness School of Management & Economics Career Fair 

October 23: SDSU Agricultural, Food, & Envir. Sciences Scholarship Banquet 

 November 14: West River Breakfast Meeting – Rapid City (date could 

change) 

November 16-22: ASFMRA Annual Meeting – Louisville, KY 

December 13: East River Breakfast Meeting – Sioux Falls 

2020 
January 15-16: Winter Education & Joint Meeting W/PAASD -Chamberlain 

February 25: SDSU Ness School of Management & Economics Career Fair 

July 15-24: Education Week – Des  Moines, IA 

November 7-13: ASFMRA Annual Meeting – San Antonio, TX  

 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP UPDATE  
  

Student member Kara Schneider is now an associate member. She graduated 

in May from SDSU with a Business Economics major and minors in Legal 

Studies and Land Valuation and Real Estate. She has obtained her State 

Registered Appraiser License and is working with Brian Gatzke at Northern 

Plains Appraisal.  

  

Summary of Current 102 Members / 75 accredited / associate / academic: 

1 ARA / AFM   1 ARA / RPRA    12 ARA   11 AFM   

47 Associate – 40 appraisers / 7 farm managers     3 Academic (1 AAC)      

8 Student         4 Affiliate      5 Retired                 10 Partner   

 

CHAPTER MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Member                                  Join Date                    Years 
Martin Olson, ARA, RPRA   10-4-1977                       42 

Jerry Hulm, ARA                   10-11-1985                     34 

Jim Dunlap, AFM, ARA        10-7-1988                       31 

Dave Koenigshof                    10-2-1998                       21 

Mark Elder                              10-01-2005                     14 

Ryan Brunner                          10-1-2018                        1 

Don Greiner                            10-1-2018                        1 

Ed Fiegen                                10-1-2018                        1

http://www.asfmra-sd.com/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 By: Paul Sickler, AFM 

 

Greetings from Brandon on the first day of fall!  This is one of my favorite times of year when the temperature cools off 

and the leaves are changing.  The weather certainly has been beautiful the past few days.  Hopefully, the weather stays 

good through the harvest season.  I know that I for one will be glad to see this crop harvested and start planning for next 

year.   

 

I was in Hill City and the Black Hills area for a long weekend in early September.  It was amazing how green everything 

is all the way across the state for this time of year.  I am heading back west, to Spearfish this time, for our fall board of 

directors meeting on Thursday, the 26th of September.  We are meeting at the Widdoss Education Center at John’s place.  

The board meeting will be followed by a social and supper.  I hope that some of you are able to make it to the social.  A 

big “Thank You” to John for hosting us and opening up his facility.    

 

It seems like I say this often, but your chapter has a lot going on!  Please refer to page one and the “dates to remember”.  

There are many opportunities to participate from breakfast meetings to attend, career fair booths to work, and chapter and 

national meetings to take part in.  I hope that each of you will join in when and where you are able to. 

 

The national meeting of ASFMRA will be held in Louisville, KY in November this year.  Plan to attend if your schedule 

will allow it.  It is a great opportunity to meet your peers from across the United States and Canada!  Be sure to apply for 

the Kjerstad scholarship towards the registration fee if you want to attend…….just another benefit of belonging to your 

chapter. 

 

That’s enough from your President for this month.  Please be sure to read through the rest of this month’s newsletter.  

Have a great fall and enjoy your day! 

 

Paul Sickler 

Psickler@farmersnational.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

This fall, we are having our ASFMRA booth at two SDSU Career Fairs and are looking for volunteers to help. 

Please contact Barb Hegerfeld at barb.hegerfeld@raboag.com to help at one of the following.   

 October 2:   Agriculture, Food & Environmental Sciences Career Fair  

 October 22:  Ness School of Management & Economics Career Fair 
 

 

EAST RIVER BREAKFAST UPDATE 

Our October 18th breakfast meeting will be in Mitchell at the Mitchell Technical Institute (MTI).  The 

presenters will be Will Walters and Doug Greenway. There will be more details available in an upcoming 

email. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Psickler@farmersnational.com
mailto:barb.hegerfeld@raboag.com
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LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

By: Tamara Joerger 

 

Thank you South Dakota Chapter of ASFMRA!  Recently I joined 26 other rural 

appraisers, farm managers, and ag consultants in Washington DC, for a week of 

leadership training, education, legislative networking and policy insights.  This 

training gave me valuable insights into top legislative and policy issues affecting 

business and rural assets in South Dakota and other states. We took part in advocacy/ 

leadership training to prepare us to more effectively communicate our agenda during 

our networking meetings on Capitol Hill.  These meetings included congressional 

staff members and governmental officials.   

 

We met with Farm Credit Administration CEO Glen Smith, ARA; USDA chief 

Economist, Rob Johansson; Farm Credit Council President and CEO, Tood Van 

Hoose; and Office of Management and Budget Agriculture Branch, Ruth Sanders; 

along with several staff members of the House Agriculture Committee.  In addition, 

we also had the opportunity to interact with other USDA National Agriculture 

Statistics Service representatives, legislators, and policy experts.  

 

 Overall it was an enjoyable learning experience to meet all of these individuals and see firsthand how things 

work on the hill.  Being the sole representative from South Dakota, I had the opportunity to meet individually 

with Representative Dusty Johnson.  After a brief meeting with his staff, I was escorted to the Capitol to meet 

Representative Johnson.  He gave me a short tour of the Capitol.  I would say this was one of my highlights of 

the entire week.  I also met with legislative aides from Senator Rounds and Senator Thune’s offices. My 

discussion during my meetings with the legislators centered around two appraisal issues. First that they needed 

to support the currently established de minimis of $250k for residential appraisals without any changes and 

second, to support the current system of the Appraisal Foundation (TAF) administering appraisers’ credentials 

and appraisers’ practices.  There is a movement to take these responsibilities away from TAF and give this 

responsibility to a government agency.  
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YPN EVENT 

By: Ryan McKnight 
 

Greetings and thanks to those who attended the YPN Tailgate on September 14th. We had a blast eating smoked 

brisket and networking with other real estate professionals in the area, from Marshall, Minnesota to Rapid City, 

South Dakota. We even had some students from SDSU and USD Law School attend and network as well. All in 

all, the event was a great success and I look forward to the event next year. I received numerous emails and 

phone calls from people who wanted to attend but could not make it due to the flooding and tornadoes. We hope 

everyone stays dry going forward.  

 

I want to thank Barb and Jackson Hegerfeld and Keith Newman for 

helping set up this event and organize our tailgate, as well as Dakota 

Homestead and FCS for attending as well. Also a special thanks to the 

National ASFMRA Chapter for sponsoring our tailgate (brisket, sides, 

and beverages).  

 

I cannot stress the importance of networking and meeting new people. 

The opportunities for personal and professional growth are exponential, 

and it can never hurt to have another friend.  Like Zig Ziglar said, “You 

can have everything in life you want if you will just help enough other 

people get what they want.” 

 

Take care 
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SD CHAPTER - KJERSTAD MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The scholarship focus: 

 A lasting memorial of Jerry’s contribution to our chapter. 

 A means to generate funds that can allow expansion of chapter support for members in accord with the chapter 

mission of Enhancing Our Members’ Ability to Succeed in Their Rural & Agriculturally Related Professions! 

 

Objectives: 

1. Encourage potential members to join our chapter and help them with initial ASFMRA education. 

2. Encourage members to attend and learn the benefits of the networking and education that take place at national 

events. 

3. Broaden the experience of chapter members, which will in turn, strengthen our chapter member networking 

opportunities and develop future leadership for the chapter. 

4. Encourage members to pursue accreditation and support them in this endeavor.  

5. Recognize the member’s achievement in gaining his accreditation. 

6. Build member loyalty to the chapter. 

 

Funding for this program is handled outside of the normal chapter operating / budgeting process. A separate money 

market account is dedicated for this program and the scholarships are paid from this account.  Chapter fundraising projects 

and interest accrual on the account pay for the scholarships.   

 

The Kjerstad Member Scholarship Committee will administer the scholarship. Committee members are President, Past 

President, President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

 

Scholarship opportunities for accredited, associate, and academic members when their employer does not pay the 

cost include: 

 

 Pay basic member registration fee and transportation up to $500 for Leadership Institute attendance -- 

Priority for the scholarship - Chapter President, board member, member who has never attended, member who has 

attended. Interest to be communicated to Chapter President by March 15th. 

 

 Pay member registration fee for first time national meeting attendance - The member planning to attend their 

first national meeting would inform President and Treasurer. 

 

 Pay up to two member registration fees to attend National Meeting for members who have attended the 

National meeting in the past. Scholarships are intended for members that are not reimbursed their costs by their 

employer.  Priority for the two scholarships will go first to younger members that have already used the first time 

attendance scholarship; then to other members that have gone to national meeting multiple times.  

 

 Those intending to attend a National Meeting would state their intent to do so and be considered for the 

scholarship to the President and the Treasurer. In the event more than two members apply, there will be a drawing 

for the scholarships – first among those in the younger member priority, then to other members who have gone to 

national meeting multiple times. The scholarship is limited to the same winners once every three years if several 

members apply and are entered into the drawing. 
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Continued 

 

SD CHAPTER - KJERSTAD MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Scholarships related to accreditation address only 1 accreditation per member. I.E. – Would not cover ARA, AFM, RPRA and / 

or AAC all for one member over time. 

 

Farm Manager 

 Pay member registration fee first ASFMRA education course that is a part of obtaining AFM accreditation after 
becoming a member. - Member would inform President and Treasurer of intent to attend. Scholarship paid to member 

upon confirmation of course enrollment and adequate funds. If inadequate funding, will be reimbursed in future when 

adequate funding secured. 

 

 Pay member registration fee for accreditation education class for those committed to achieving accreditation.  
Any member can provide written intent for the upcoming calendar year by December 1st to Chapter President. The 

written intent will convey the member’s status regarding educational requirements and his / her personal timeline to 

achieve completion of educational requirements, demo report, and sitting for the exam.  Scholarship approval will be 

communicated to a member by March 31 of the calendar fiscal year. The member can be paid member registration fee 

toward the cost of a class still needed within 3 years of scholarship approval.  

 

 Pay for cost of ALM 4 Review for Exam, application fee, and accrediting exam - Payable upon application and 

approval to sit for exam as communicated by member to President and Treasurer. The cost of application fee and exam 

would be paid on a one time only basis. 

 

 Pay member registration fee when receiving accreditation at national meeting. The member planning to attend 

would inform President and Treasurer. 

 

Appraiser 

 Pay member registration fee for two ASFMRA education course(s) that is a part of obtaining trainee license 

after becoming a member or all three if taken as Trainee Bundle at Education Week. - Member would inform 

President and Treasurer of intent to attend. Scholarship paid to member upon confirmation of course enrollment and 

adequate funds. If inadequate funding, will be reimbursed in future when adequate funding secured. 

 

 Pay member registration fee for two ASFMRA education course(s) that is a part of obtaining certified general 

appraiser license after becoming a member. - Member would inform President and Treasurer of intent to attend. 

Scholarship paid to member upon confirmation of course enrollment and adequate funds. If inadequate funding, will be 

reimbursed in future when adequate funding secured. 

 

 Pay member registration fee for accreditation education class for those committed to achieving accreditation.  
Any member can provide written intent for the upcoming calendar year by December 1st to Chapter President. The 

written intent will convey the member’s status regarding educational requirements and his / her personal timeline to 

achieve completion of educational requirements, demo report, and sitting for the exam.  Scholarship approval will be 

communicated to a member by March 31 of the calendar fiscal year. The member can be paid member registration fee 

toward the cost of a class still needed within 3 years of scholarship approval.  

 

 Pay for cost of A500 Appraisal Exam Prep, application fee, and accrediting exam - Payable upon application and 

approval to sit for exam as communicated by member to President and Treasurer. The cost of application fee and exam 

would be paid on a one time only basis. 

 

 Pay member registration fee when receiving accreditation at national meeting. The member planning to attend 

would inform President and Treasurer. 
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MEMBER PROFILE 

By: Elizabeth Wilcox 

Describe your experience and education related to the property professional field (appraisal, farm 

management, consulting, academic relation). 

 

I am a real estate agent and auctioneer in South Dakota and would like to pursue credentials in either farm 

management or appraisal later in my career. Continuing education and networking are vital to being successful in 

my field, and what better way to do both than ASFMRA? 

 

Describe what has led you to becoming a chapter member of the South Dakota ASFMRA and why you 

remain a member, if a member for a number of years. 

 

I became a member when I was a student at SDSU and received the student scholarship from the SD chapter in 

2015. I really enjoyed the organization then, and when I joined Advantage Land Company and saw that they were 

all involved, it was a no brainer to continue my membership with the organization.  

 

Describe personal background items that would be of interest to fellow chapter members (e.g. family, 

ethnic heritage, other communities lived, other jobs / careers, main hobbies or interests). 

 

I grew up in Sturgis and always had an interest in agriculture. I didn’t really get involved until I joined FFA in 

high school. That’s where I met my husband, John. I attended college at SDSU and received a degree in Animal 

Science and a minor in Ag Business. I now reside outside of Union Center where my husband and I raise our 

daughter, Keegan (10 months), and 90 head of our own cattle on the Wilcox Family ranch.  

 

Describe a few memorable or unique experiences in your life.  

 

In my free time, I enjoy hunting, fishing, spending time with family, and working cattle.  


